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March 1, 2020 – November 1, 2020 

Since early March, more than 260,000 Arizonans have been infected with Covid-19 and more than 6,000 
have died. Few communities have been harder hit than the Gila River Indian Community (GRIC). At the 
outbreak’s peak in late June, 121 GRIC residents were diagnosed in a single week. However, this seemingly 
small number hides how dire conditions were relative to Pinal County and Arizona. Because these 121 
cases were drawn from a community that comprises 12,798 residents, the infection rate was 945 weekly 
cases per 100,000 residents (Figure 1). This rate was 2 – 3 times higher than peak rate in Pinal County (290 
weekly cases per 100,000 residents) and in Arizona as a whole (381 weekly cases per 100,000 residents). 

  

 

More recently, the infection rate in GRIC has been similar to that of Pinal County and Arizona. For example, 
the week ending Sunday, November 1st saw 16 new cases in GRIC which equates to 125 weekly cases per 
100,000 residents. It was 96 cases per 100,000 residents in Pinal County and 118 cases per 100,000 
residents in Arizona as a whole. In all 3 locations, the infection rate continues to increase at a similar pace. 

 

 

 

Figure 1. Weekly Covid-19 Diagnoses per 100,000 population from March 22 – November 1 in 
Arizona, Pinal County, and the Gila River Indian Community (GRIC). 



March 1, 2020 – November 15, 2020 

GRIC as compared to 
Arizona, Pinal County, and 
Maricopa County.  The 
data for the comparators 
are only available through 
November 8th. The GRIC 
data for the week ending 
November 15th is unusual 
because there was a single 
day with an unexpectedly 
large number of cases. 
Therefore, this most 
recent upturn in case 
rates should be 
interpreted cautiously as it 
may not be representative 
of the community but 
rather a single large 
cluster. 

Some caution is warranted 
when considering these 
comparisons. Because 
GRIC is a small community, 
the difference in just a few 
cases can cause large 
changes in the calculated 
infection rate. This is not 
true when the rate is 
measured in larger 
populations like Pinal 
County and the state as a 
whole. Therefore, one 
should monitor other 
important metrics to gain 
a comprehensive 
assessment of viral 
transmission within the 
community. 
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