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National Case Count by Date
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COVID-19 in Maricopa County

• 521,845 cases in Maricopa County

– +887 since last week

– Reports from one laboratory 
removed last week – falsely low 
case increase

• Reminder: today’s data reflective 
of 3 days of data

– Saturday (3/20) → Monday (3/22)

– <300 cases per day

Data updated: 
3/22/21



Maricopa County Cases by Date
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Maricopa County Deaths
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COVID-19 Variants
• “Variant of Interest” possible attributes include:

– Specific genetic markers that are predicted to affect transmission, diagnostics, therapeutics, or immune escape

– Evidence that demonstrates it is the cause of an increased proportion of cases or unique outbreak clusters

– Limited prevalence or expansion in the US or in other countries

• Examples: New York strain

• “Variant of Concern” possible attributes include:

– Evidence of impact on diagnostics, treatments, and vaccines

• Widespread interference with diagnostic test targets

• Evidence of substantially increased resistance to one or more class of therapies

• Evidence of significant decreased neutralization by antibodies generated during previous infection or vaccination

• Evidence of reduced vaccine-induced protection from severe disease

– Evidence of increased transmissibility

– Evidence of increased disease severity

• Examples: B.1.1.7 (UK), P.1 (Brazil), B.1.351 (South Africa)

• “Variant of High Consequence” possible attributes include:

– Impact on Medical Countermeasures (MCM)

• Demonstrated failure of diagnostics

• Evidence to suggest a significant reduction in vaccine effectiveness, a disproportionately high number of vaccine breakthrough cases, or very low vaccine-
induced protection against severe disease

• Significantly reduced susceptibility to multiple Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) or approved therapeutics

• More severe clinical disease and increased hospitalizations

– Examples: none at this time



COVID-19 Variants of Concern in the United 
States

https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-
ncov/cases-
updates/variant-
surveillance/variant-
info.html

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/variant-surveillance/variant-info.html


COVID-19 Variants of Concern in the United 
States

• UK variant: B.1.1.7

• South African variant: B.1.351

• Brazilian variant: P.1

Updated 3/21/21



Emerging Variant Cases in Arizona

Updated 3/22/21



NEW ADHS Guidance for Visitation in 
Congregate Living Facilities

• ADHS released guidance for Visitation at Congregate Settings for 
Vulnerable Adults and Children
– https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-

control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/healthcare-
providers/congregate-visitation.pdf

• Applies to state-licensed facilities

• MCDPH worked to distill guidance into table format to help facilities 
understand what types of visits are allowed under what 
circumstances AND tried to align them with the CMS-licensed 
visitation guidance
– Attached to webinar; will be on website shortly

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/healthcare-providers/congregate-visitation.pdf


NEW ADHS Guidance for Visitation in 
Congregate Living Facilities

• Keys to ask yourself:
– What type of visit is 

requested/needed?

– Is the resident in 
isolation or quarantine 
for COVID-19?

– Is the facility in an 
outbreak?

• Currently, County has 
<10% positivity rate, so 
do not need to focus on 
that aspect.



NEW ADHS Guidance for Visitation in 
Congregate Living Facilities

• Key differences from CMS 
guidance:

– Outbreak definition

– Compassionate care definition



REMINDER CMS Guidance for Visitation in 
SNFs

• Applies to facilities licensed by the 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid 
Services (CMS)



NEW ADHS Guidance on LTCF Quarantine 
on Admission

• Question: do residents need to be quarantined on admission to 
a LTCF based on the governor’s prior Executive Order?

– This has changed! See ADHS’ Release from Isolation/Quarantine 
guidance: 
https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-
disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-
coronavirus/public-resources/release-from-isolation.pdf

• MCDPH will also update our LTCF Guidance document

https://www.azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/public-resources/release-from-isolation.pdf


NEW ADHS Guidance on LTCF Quarantine 
on Admission

• If on admission to a facility, a resident is asymptomatic, has 
not been identified as a close contact of a COVID-19 case in 
the last 14 days, and:

– Is fully vaccinated → does not need to quarantine; OR

– Has had COVID-19 in the last 90 days and completed isolation →
does not need to quarantine.



NEW ADHS Guidance on LTCF Quarantine 
on Admission

• On admission, a resident needs to quarantine for 14 days if 
they are:

– Not fully vaccinated

– Identified as a close contact of a case in the last 14 days (regardless 
of vaccination status)

• On admission, a resident needs to isolate while determining if 
they have COVID-19 if they:

– Have any symptoms consistent with COVID-19





COVID-19 Vaccine
https://www.maricopa.gov/5641/COVID-19-Vaccine

Things to Know:
• New eligibility as of March 24: To streamline operations and communication, Maricopa County will adopt the 

same prioritization as the state of Arizona and open vaccine appointments to all residents aged 18 and older for 
those receiving the Moderna and Janssen vaccine and 16 and older for the those receiving the Pfizer vaccine.

• New Eligibility Section Includes Frontline Essential Workers We have updated our eligible populations section 
to align with the state's new hybrid prioritized approachPDF. You can view all currently eligible groups here.

• FDA Approves Johnson and Johnson Vaccine EUA The FDA has approved the Johnson and Johnson (Janssen) 
vaccine for emergency use. It is the first one-dose COVID-19 vaccine released under EUA in the U.S. Learn more.

• Hosting a Vaccination Event Community-based vaccination events are offered based upon availability of vaccine, 
vaccination provider, and host location. Organizations interested in hosting an event location can fill out a form 
to indicate interest. 

• New Vaccination Data: We are now publishing data on who has been vaccinated in Maricopa County. These 
data are updated each Wednesday at Maricopa.gov/COVID19vaccinedata.

https://azdhs.gov/documents/preparedness/epidemiology-disease-control/infectious-disease-epidemiology/novel-coronavirus/vaccine/covid19-vp-infographic-eng.pdf
https://www.maricopa.gov/5641/COVID-19-Vaccine#eligibility
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-issues-emergency-use-authorization-third-covid-19-vaccine
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/e87787a39823458aad3093f9adc99818
https://maricopa.gov/COVID19vaccinedata


MARICOPA COUNTY COVID-19 VACCINE DATA

https://www.maricopa.gov/5671/Public-Vaccine-Data

Key takeaways from this week’s data (as of 3/17/2021)
• Over 925,000 Maricopa County residents have been vaccinated with at least one dose of COVID-19 

vaccine. That is over 21% of all Maricopa County residents and over 26% of all adult Maricopa County 
residents (15+ years).

• In the last week, Maricopa County residents have received an average of almost 30,000 doses of 
vaccine per day — that is 5,000 more doses of vaccine per day than last week.

• Almost 40% of all vaccine doses given have been those that completed the vaccine series for a 
Maricopa County resident (i.e., the 1st dose of a 1-dose series or the 2nd dose of a 2-dose series).

• Almost 70% of those vaccinated in Maricopa County are 55 years or older.
• For the age groups of 55 years and older:

– 72% of those 75+ have received at least one dose of vaccine.
– 65% of those 65-74 have received at least one dose of vaccine.
– 35% of those 55-64 have received at least one dose of vaccine — that is 10% more than last week.

https://www.maricopa.gov/5671/Public-Vaccine-Data


Maricopa County Vaccine Map

https://www.maricopa.gov/5659/COVID-19-Vaccine-Locations

https://www.maricopa.gov/5659/COVID-19-Vaccine-Locations


Maricopa County Vaccine Map



The BEST vaccine is the vaccine you can get!



Interchangeability of COVID-19 vaccine products

• Any COVID-19 vaccine can be used when indicated; no product 
preference

• COVID-19 vaccines are not interchangeable; safety and efficacy of a 
mixed dose series have not been tested

• If first dose of mRNA COVID-19 vaccine was received but patient 
unable to complete series with the same or different mRNA vaccine 
(e.g. contraindication)
– Single dose of Janssen COVID-19 vaccine may be administered at minimum 

interval of 28 days from mRNA dose

– Considered to have received valid, single-dose Janssen vaccination

3/23/2021 28



Who Should and Should Not Be Vaccinated

• DO GET VACCINE IF

– OK for pregnant and breastfeeding individuals

– Individuals with history of severe allergic reactions should be 
observed in a healthcare setting for 30 minutes after

– History of previous infection DOES NOT preclude vaccination

– An individual has an immunocompromised or autoimmune condition

– An individual has a history of GBS, Bell’s Palsy, dermal filler use

3/23/2021 29

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.03.07.21253094v1

https://www.medrxiv.org/content/10.1101/2021.03.07.21253094v1


Who Should and Should Not Be Vaccinated

• DO NOT GET VACCINE IF

– Acutely ill with COVID-19 or other illness

– If under quarantine for exposure, defer until quarantine completed

– Individuals with history of severe or immediate reaction to mRNA 
vaccines, components of mRNA vaccines or polysorbate should not 
be vaccinated and should meet with their HCP or allergy specialist

– If received monoclonal antibody treatment in the last 90 days; other 
vaccine in the last 14 days

3/23/2021 30



AstraZeneca Vaccine

• March 22, 2021 – Company released US trial data 
https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-us-vaccine-trial-met-primary-endpoint.html

• 79% vaccine efficacy at preventing symptomatic COVID-19

• 100% efficacy against severe or critical disease and hospitalization

• Comparable efficacy result across ethnicity and age, with 80% 
efficacy in participants aged 65 years and over

• Favorable reactogenicity and overall safety profile

• Expected submission to FDA early April

https://www.astrazeneca.com/media-centre/press-releases/2021/astrazeneca-us-vaccine-trial-met-primary-endpoint.html


What about allergies?

3/23/2021 32





0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

injection site
reactions

fatigue headache muscle pain chills joint pain fever nausea/vomiting

Side Effects

Pfizer-BioNTech Moderna Janssen (J&J)



Vaccine Side Effect Policy
• Individuals who are vaccinated against SARS-CoV-2 (the virus that causes COVID-

19) and develop post-vaccine side effects consistent with COVID-19 vaccination 
can return to work without viral testing if:
– They feel well enough and are willing to work
– They are afebrile*
– Their side effects are limited to those associated with COVID-19 vaccination and not 

COVID-19 disease (cough, shortness of breath, sore throat, or change in smell or taste)

• If an individual’s COVID-19 vaccination side effects persist for more than 2 days 
from onset to resolution and exceed 72 hours from vaccination, they should be 
excluded from work and viral testing should be considered.

• *Individuals with fever measured as 38°C or 100.4°F or higher should be 
excluded from work and viral testing should be considered if the fever persists 
for more than 2 days. NOTE: For severe healthcare worker shortages, CDC 
allows staff to continue working with fever as long as other COVID-19 
symptoms are absent.



Vaccine Side Effect Policy



Maricopa.gov/coronavirus
Resources are available 

▪ PPE

▪ Surface cleaners/sanitation supplies

▪ Hand sanitizer

▪ Cloth masks

▪ Standard NP/OP testing kits 

▪ BinaxNOW Kits 

▪ Surge staffing requests to help staff 
beds and provide various therapies

Resource Support 

PPE



Questions?

• Please visit Maricopa.gov/coronavirus

• Public Hotline: 1-844-542-8201 or 211

• COVID19Vaccine@Maricopa.Gov

tel:18445428291
mailto:COVID19Vaccine@Maricopa.Gov

