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Sacaton, Arizona (Thursday, May 7, 2020): As part of Gila River Health Care’s (GRHC) comprehensive response 
to the coronavirus pandemic, the tribally-owned healthcare system has deployed its’ new Mobile Hospital Unit 
(MHU) to expand inpatient treatment space for patients diagnosed with COVID-19.

The new MHU arrived at Hu Hu Kam Memorial Hospital in Sacaton, AZ, on May 4th. It is a negative air pressure 
environment, specifically designed to safely treat patients with a communicable disease such as COVID-19. With 
the addition of ten treatment bays, the unit expands the current capacity of GRHC’s Hu Hu Kam Memorial Hospital 
inpatient department from 15 beds to a total of 25.  Fully equipped, the MHU is a substantial investment of 1.3M 
for the care of GRHC patients.

“The new mobile hospital is a state of the art healthcare structure that will expand our capacity to address the 
acute care needs of our patients,” states Dr. Anthony Santiago, Interim Chief Executive Officer of GRHC. “It can be 
tasked to serve in a number of ways, most importantly, for those patients that may require an ICU-level of care.”

The MHU provides an additional resource if tertiary urban hospital systems exceed their capacity to accept patients 
on transfer. The Hau’pal Health Center has been converted to a mild to moderate acuity 50-bed Field Hospital to 
further support GRHC’s strategy to prepare for a surge of patients who may need direct care on its campuses. 
Together, these efforts further expand GRHC’s inpatient capacity from 25 to a total of 75 beds system-wide.

“The mobile hospital is the latest phase in GRHC’s treatment strategy for COVID-19 patients. Meeting and sustaining 
the healthcare needs of our Community is crucial, and we will continue to work diligently to be at the forefront of 
tribal healthcare during this pandemic,“ adds Myron Schurz, GRHC’s Chairman of the Board.

LINKS

•	 Click here to view the GRHC Mobile Hospital Unit Fact Sheet

•	 Click here to view the GRHC Mobile Hospital Unit photos
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